
 

Attention Researchers who use Stericycle: 
UAB received a notice that Stericycle’s Autoclave Waste Processing Team has 
detected dangerous levels of formaldehyde in their autoclaves while processing UAB 
waste. Since this is dangerous to inhale, it has caused them to stop work until air quality 
is restored. They are seeing yellow containers inside of red bags and cardboard boxes. 
Yellow containers require incineration and should not be autoclaved. Stericycle utilizes 
yellow QR code labels to specify waste to be incinerated, compared to white stickers for 
normal medical waste to be autoclaved.  
Pathological waste- Human or animal body parts, organs, tissues, and surgical 
specimen: You MUST decant formaldehyde, formalin, or other preservatives, as 
required per hazardous waste regulations. Shipping pathological waste with 
preservatives not only endangers Stericycle workers but also puts UAB at risk of non-
compliance with hazardous shipping regulations.  
  
It is ultimately the researcher’s responsibility to ensure their laboratory waste is properly 
identified, packaged, and segregated.   
Please use the Stericycle chart below to determine what is acceptable regulated 
medical waste and how it should be segregated.  Contact medwaste@uab.edu for 
ordering Stericycle labels, requesting transport containers, and scheduling pickups. 
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