
“Someone should write that up!”

This phrase is frequently heard at
the end of a case conference or

morning report. Not only is publica-
tion in peer-reviewed journals an im-
portant step in the training of
medical students and resident physi-
cians, but it also remains an impor-
tant criterion for advancement and
promotion for clinician-educators at
most academic institutions.

“Where should I publish my
medical education project?” You
may hear this question repeated at
faculty or national meetings. Every
day, clinician-educators innovate
teaching and evaluation methods,
implement new curricula, and con-
duct original educational research.

Choosing the right journal venue
for publication can become a chal-
lenging roadblock for many trainees
and junior faculty. Below we list our
answers to commonly asked ques-
tions about journal selection.

At what point in the writing
process should I select a journal?
We suggest selecting several tar-
get journals early in the writing
process since the format, length re-
quirements, and style of the journal
will have a significant impact on the
writing process.

Which journals publish case
reports and medical education
projects?
In order to facilitate the submission
of case reports and medical educa-
tion projects, we have updated the
list of journal venues published in a
2011 issue of SGIM Forum. (http://
www.sgim.org/publications/sgim-
forum). Journals are listed accord-
ing to their most recent impact
factor. Medline-indexed status was

lower acceptance rates. A
highly innovative single-center
study or a multi-center well-
designed educational research
study have better chances of
being considered for publication
in more prominent journals. At a
minimum, we look for journals
indexed in PubMed.

• Publication Cost. Cost varies
from none to $2,000 to $3,000.
Setting aside the debate of the
professional value of journals
that charge publication fees,6

we avoid expensive journals.
We reserve paying publication
costs for certain journals that
require a small fee per page
published or when a grant can
cover the cost of a worthwhile
project and we have an interest
in wide dissemination.
Additionally, some figures for
case reports and clinical
vignettes are just better
displayed in color. Finally, a
small publication fee is worth
spending to empower the
novice writer.

• Journal Audience. The
readership of a journal will vary
based on its intended target
audience. Most journals will list
their mission statement or aims
on their website. Review this
information to see if your
manuscript is a good potential
fit for the journal.

• Journal Style. Once you have
identified a preliminary list of
target journals, review the table
of contents of a few issues as
well as a few publications. It
will give you an idea of the type
of articles published and writing
style.

determined by inclusion in the Na-
tional Library of Medicine cata-
logue. We also included relevant
journals from recent reviews and an
annotated bibliography.1-3 Addition-
ally, Dr. Peña et al. provided a list of
venues for quality and safety work
in the August 2011 SGIM Forum.4

What factors should I consider
when selecting a journal?
Perhaps the most important crite-
rion in journal selection is making
sure the journal has a manuscript
category that fits your article. Visit
the “instructions for authors” page
on the journal’s website to see
what manuscript categories are
available for publication. Here you
will find guidance for the structure
of each type of manuscript submis-
sion along with word, author, and
table/figure limits. To find a cate-
gory that fits your article, take a
moment to think about the
strengths of your submission. For
instance, if a major strength of your
case report is an interesting image,
then perhaps an “images” category
would fit best. On the other hand,
if you have a case with a poignant
teaching point, then a full case re-
port with discussion may fit better.
For a brand new innovative medical
education topic, a brief report such
as Medical Education’s “Really
Good Stuff” may fit well,5 whereas
a more developed curriculum with
several rounds of evaluation data
would likely need a full manuscript
category. Other important consider-
atons are listed below:

• Impact Factor. This is a
measure of the frequency with
which the average article in a
journal is cited. Journals with
high impact factors usually have
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How do I know if a journal
publishes in this area?
Perform a focused literature search
by restricting only to the journal. In
PubMed, one can search a specific
journal by selecting “Advanced”
search and changing “All Fields” to
“Journal.” A journal that just pub-
lished a very similar study is less
likely to consider yours. At the
same time, a journal that regularly
publishes on the topic may be inter-
ested in innovative approaches to
examine the same problem. If a
journal venue has never published a
related topic, contacting the editors
with a short summary of the pur-
pose of your work may help clarify
fit. Such communications are not
“binding,” and we have found
them useful.

How many journals should I
select?
We usually pick several journals
with similar requirements of varying
impact factors. If our article is re-
jected by the first journal, we will
take the suggestions/feedback to
see if it can be improved for subse-
quent submission. This improves
the overall chance of successful
publication.

What is the MedEdPortal?
The American Association of Med-
ical Colleges (AAMC) provides a
peer-reviewed publication venue for
medical teaching materials, assess-
ment tools, and faculty development
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Medical Education Scholarship,
Research and Evaluation Section
(former RIME Section).
Annotated bibliography of
journals for educational
scholarship. Available at:
https://www.aamc.org/
download/184694/data/annotated
_bibliography_of_journals.pdf

4. Peña A, Taylor B, Patrician P,
Estrada CA. Journal venues for
safety and quality improvement
publications. SGIM Forum 2011;
34(8):10-11. Available at: http://
www.sgim.org/publications/sgim
-forum/past-issues/2011-forum-
issues.

5. Medical Education’s really good
stuff. Available at: http://online
library.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/
(ISSN)1365-2923/homepage/For
Authors.html.

6. Butler D. The dark side of pub-
lishing. Nature 2013; 495:433-4.

7. MedEdPortal. Available at: https://
www.mededportal.org/
(accessed on August 30, 2015).

8. Mookherjee S, Berger G. Case
reports: a “how-to” guide for
attendings. SGIM Forum 2015;
38(6): 8-9. Available at: http://
www.sgim.org/publications/sgim
-forum/past-issues/2015-forum-
issues#sthash.XX22tvoB.dpuf

9. Blanchard RD, Nagler A, Artino
AR Jr. Harvest the low-hanging
fruit: strategies for submitting
educational innovations for
publication. J Grad Med Educ
2015; 7:318-22. SGIM

resources on MedEdPortal.7 In addi-
tion to a description of the medical
education initiative, MedEdPortal al-
lows uploading of educational mate-
rials for dissemination.

How else can I get advice on
journal selection?
Ask your co-authors and colleagues
about journals that have published
their work. Additionally, ask if they
will share from which journals they
have had submissions rejected. This
information can be valuable as you
gain experience with different jour-
nals in your area.

Additional tips and suggestions
for identifying and moving case re-
ports from concept to publication
are available from Drs. Mookherjee
and Berger in the June 2015 SGIM
Forum.8 Also, Dr. Rebecca Blanchard
et al. recently published strategies
for submitting educational innova-
tions for publication in JGME.9
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