MHERC UAB SDH CORE DIGEST

MHERC Social Determinants of Health Core September 2024
enables UAB investigators

to measure the effect of social and environmental risks for disease etiology,
progression, and outcomes, and test interventions that ameliorate their effect.

Drop-in Clinic and Geocoding Computer

The drop-in Clinic is held each Friday at BDB 826.

about how we can help you! Need HIPAA-compliant geocoding?
We got you! Every Tuesday, you can use the SDH Core ge-
ocoding computer at BDB 863.

SDH Core Celebrates Its One Year Anniversary
In its inaugural year, the SDH Core has experienced tremendous growth:

e |nvestigator base: 75, representing 5 UAB schools and 38 departments/divisions

e Services provided: 111, including consultations, geocoding/linking, and statistical anal-
ysis

e Grant collaborations: 31
e Manuscripts: 13

Pediatric Pandemic Network (PPN) Presentation
The Pediatric Pandemic Network (PPN) held its annual meeting in Birmingham from Aug.
27 to 29. Funded by the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), the net-
work of 10 children’s hospitals across the U.S. seeks to enhance the nation's prepared-

ness to address public health emergencies that affect children. The UAB/Children’s of Ala-
bama (COA) site is led by Drs. Tamera Coyne-Beasley and Mitchell Cohen.

During this year’s annual meeting, members gathered at the Sheraton Hotel in downtown
Birmingham to discuss advancements in pediatric emergency medicine, strategies for im-
proving physical and mental health during emergencies, and approaches to addressing
and preventing health inequities in disasters. Elizabeth Baker, PhD, Associate Professor
of Sociology and SDH Core Co-Director, along with Ariann Nassel, MA from the School
of Public Health and SDH Core Director of Geospatial Services, and Gabriela Oates,
PhD, Associate Professor in the Division of Pulmonary, Allergy and Critical Care Medicine
and SDH Core Director, presented the project of the PPN Health Equity Domain, Mapping
Children’s Health Vulnerabilities and Opportunities. The project aims to incorporate geo-
graphic and social science perspectives for equitable emergency planning. The speakers
presented a breakdown of COA’s patient population by ZIP code, highlighting geographic
regions with high patient volume vs high proportion of children relying on COA for ser-
vices . With an emphasis on rural areas, the team also examined social vulnerability indi-
cators to identify the needs of underserved groups. The tool developed by the group will
be used for planning of services, emergency preparedness, and resource allocation. A
StoryMap of the project is available here:

Expert Panel on SDH

Gabriela Oates, PhD, Director of the SDH Core, presented at the OneFlorida+ Clinical
Research Network & University of Florida CTSI conference. She participated in the
expert panel on Social Determinants of Health and Public Health Partnerships.
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Other News:
B. Grey Vandeberg, MS, an SDH Core Statistician was recently accepted to the UAB graduate
program in Biostatistics.

Joy Ledvina, MBA, the SDH Core Program Manager was recently accepted to the UAB gradu-
ate program in Educational Studies in Diverse Populations.
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